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over and offer to do us favors. The streets are clean, there are
nice amenities and my sons like to play basketball, tennis
and golf.”
Darlene has even grown a green thumb. The aesthete
(she is working toward a degree from the New York School
of Interior Design) usually prefers monochromatic color
schemes, but breaks convention in her garden, which boasts
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From the classic sitcom, Green
Acres, to the early aughts reality show,
The Simple Life, popular culture has
long mined the conflict of city dwellers
making a go of it in the suburbs, but for
Darlene Agag and her sons, Alexander
(age 13) and Matthew (age 9), the
decision was an easy one.
Alexander and Matthew spent the
first years of their lives in New York City,
where Gettysburg College graduate,
Darlene, worked in advertising, first
for DDB Needham and then for Fox
Entertainment Group.
“I enjoyed my twenty years at Fox,
but it was time to start a new chapter.
The boys and I left the city to spend some
time with my mom, in Wyckoff, where I
grew-up. I fully intended to find another
corporate job in the city and move back,
but Alexander and Matthew didn’t want
to leave.”
While Manhattan holds many charms
(Darlene held onto her apartment
there for quite some time after moving
to Wyckoff), it was clear to Darlene,
that she and her sons were developing
friendships and interests that hadn’t
been possible in a cosmopolitan setting.
“I didn’t appreciate Wyckoff until I
returned as an adult. In the city, we were
physically close to neighbors, but we
were not as emotionally close as we are
with neighbors in Wyckoff, who invite us
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a rainbow of hydrangeas and peonies.
“I love browsing plant nurseries and gardening supply
stores.“
She frequents Ridgewood’s Goffle Brook Farm & Garden
Center and plans to join the Wyckoff Area Garden Club
(which meets at the Wyckoff Public Library) this year.
During cold weather months, Darlene enjoys watercolor
painting classes at the Ridgewood Art Institute.
Darlene, who teaches her sons to “work hard, so when
the opportunity presents itself, you’re ready” led by example
and founded Suburban Settlers, a concierge service that
welcomes people to Wyckoff and similarly small towns, by
researching local school systems, connecting them with
Realtors, doctors and home improvement companies and
otherwise easing the transition to a suburban lifestyle.
“Suburban Settlers typically begins working with a family
a few months in advance. The family completes an indepth survey about their routines, values and expectations
surrounding the move. This helps me determine where they
will be happiest and customize a plan that introduces them
to connections they’ll need.”
Suburban Settlers’ many satisfied clients aren’t the only
ones who feel at home.
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Matthew plays bass
guitar and takes acting
lessons.
The culturally
inclined family listens to
audiobooks on seasonal
drives to the Bronx’s New
York Botanical Garden
and summer trips to the
Hamptons, where they
spend time with Darlene’s
brother, who lives in
Manhattan and helps care
for Habibi.
“I can’t thank my mom
and brother enough for
helping us build a life in
Ardent gardener, Darlene, takes
Wyckoff.”
the boys on quarterly trips to the
Though they’ve
Bronx to see exhibits at the New York
come to prefer suburbia,
Botanical Garden.
Darlene and her boys
travel to cities for NBA and college basketball games as
well as to see museums and historical sites (trips to Boston,
Washington DC and Philadelphia come to mind).
It may be fun to wake-up in the city that never sleeps, but
as Darlene, Alexander and Matthew can attest, it is ideal to
grow-up in Wyckoff.

Alexander and Matthew spent the first years of their lives in New York
City, where Gettysburg College graduate, Darlene, worked in advertising, first for DDB Needham and then for Fox Entertainment Group.

“My role allows me to exercise my creativity,” Darlene
explains, “I always wanted to put my Interior Design
knowledge to use, but it never felt like a good time to
leave Fox.”
When she isn’t working hard, Darlene relaxes by reading
(it is no surprise that the ambitious entrepreneur counts
Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell’s dive into the minds and
motivations of the world’s most successful people, among her
favorite books) and spending time with her children, French
bulldog, Habibi (an Arabic term of endearment) and beta
fish, Supreme and Kupi Kochi (a name Matthew coined).
Darlene is raising two Renaissance men. In addition
to sports, “I allow balls in the house, even though it has
resulted in a few broken glasses,” she laughs, Alexander and
Matthew enjoy cooking, baking and the arts.
“Alex will make us penne vodka from scratch and

Matthew will bake cupcakes for dessert and decorate them
beautifully. On these nights, I gladly clean the dishes,”
Darlene shares.

The Agag-Woodring Family's

Top 5
Favorite Things to Do in and around Wyckoﬀ:
1. Darlene and the boys look forward to the warm
weather months, when they bring Habibi with
them to dine al fresco in Ridgewood.
2. The avid readers take advantage of all that the
Wyckoff Public Library has to offer.
3. Darlene describes her watercolor painting sessions at the Ridgewood Art Institute as "peaceful".
4. The family stays active on Wyckoff's tennis
courts and fields.
5. Darlene loves being in close proximity to Bergen
County's wealth of flower nurseries and gardening supply stores.
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